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lation of his religious beliefs and essential
loyalties, was his connection with the famous
heresy trial of Dr. Charles Augustus Briggs.
Dr. Briggs, then a professor in Union Semi-
nary, New York, was assailed by the conserv-
ative party in the Presbyterian Church be-
cause of certain writings of his which espoused
those newer ideas as to the Bible which the
bolder scholarship of the time was making
familiar. The beliefs which he advanced con-
cerning the authorship and the manner of
composition of some of the Old Testament
books, particularly, were those which most
thoughtful men in the churches have long
since recognized to be true, but at the time
when Dr. Briggs advanced them, they threw
many ecclesiastical leaders into amazed and
indignant consternation. A great cry went
up that Dr. Briggs was assailing the inspira-
tion of the Scriptures. The attack against
him was waged with all the intensity of
which a conscientious intellectual reaction
can be capable, until he was finally arraigned
for trial before the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church. Dr. Briggs himself was
a man of that aggressive temper which does
hot help promote the peace, but he stood in
this instance as the champion of a cause far
greater than himself. In the keeping of the
side which he represented rested the fate oferhaps the most interesting single event
